
 

 

 

TN Governor’s School for the Arts 2026 
 

Student Handbook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle Tennessee State University ● Murfreesboro, TN 



1 

 

Table of Contents 
 
GSFTA Purpose, Philosophy, and Goals ................................ 2 
 

Registration Day ..................................................................... 3 
 

General Information ................................................................ 3 
 

Cyber Respect, Disciplinary Code .......................................... 6 
 

Disciplinary Procedures, Refund Policy,  
   Dormitory Information ........................................................ 7 

  
Bookstore, Clinic/Health Services,  
    Computer Technology Access........................................... 10 
 
Dining Facility, Emergency Information, 
    Laundry, Library, Mail ...................................................... 11 
 

Places of Worship, Recreation,  
     Testing, Parent Visitation ................................................ 12 

 
Finale Events, Check-Out, Student Information .................... 13 
 
2026 Registration Times………………………………………..14 





2  

Governor’s School for the Arts 
Purpose, Philosophy, and Goals 

The Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts (GSFTA) is a summer residential 

program for rising 11th- and 12th-grade students in Tennessee. Administered by 

the State Department of Education and hosted at Middle Tennessee State 

University, the program offers intensive study programs in art, dance, filmmaking, 

music, and theatre. Students are selected in competitive auditions and portfolio 

reviews during the months of January and February. Auditions are open to 

Tennessee residents who attend public, private, or home schools. 

 

The Governor’s School for the Arts at MTSU focuses rigorous training in the 

fine and performing arts. In music, students rehearse daily in major ensembles 

such as orchestra, band, and chorale. Chamber ensembles and private instruction 

are available for strings, brass, woodwind, percussion, piano, and voice. Dance 

students concentrate on classes in classical ballet and modern dance with 

experiences in several other styles. Visual Art studies may include painting, 

ceramics, drawing, graphic design, photography, printmaking, and sculpture. 

Theatre students explore all facets of the theatrical arts to create original theatre 

together.  Performance students participate in acting, musical theatre, stage 

movement and combat, while Design/Tech students study scenic, lighting, 

costume, and sound design. Filmmaking students experience narrative filmmaking 

from concept to completion and will learn each position on set and editing/post-

production techniques while creating their own short film.  

 

Each day, students attend classes for which they receive 3 hours of college 

credit. Students work in labs and studios and participate in rehearsals. While most 

of their time and energies are spent in their chosen arts areas, they also have 

opportunities to learn about other art forms. Throughout the 3 weeks, students 

participate in school-wide assemblies that include exhibits, lectures, and 

performances by outstanding professional artists. 

 

Students who attend the GSFTA arrive with skills and abilities they have 

learned from working with dedicated public and private teachers in their hometown 

schools and studios. GSFTA faculty strive to build on those skills and abilities. The 

program includes an exciting and intensive focus on the arts, and students have 

the opportunity to enhance their talents, increase their understanding of their art 

forms, and develop valuable perspectives about the contributions of all of the arts 

to the quality of life. It is hoped that after the GSFTA experience, students will 

return to their hometowns with renewed commitment to the arts and with fresh 

ideas and new perspectives. When students share their experiences and ideas 

with their families and friends, the GSFTA will have accomplished its mission to 

reach across the entire state and enrich all of Tennessee’s public and private 

schools and all its many communities. 
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Registration Day—Saturday, June 6, 2026 
10:00a-12:00n Check in (refer to page 14 for specific times by county) 

     Location: James Union Building (JUB)  
   12:00-1:45p Complete Move-In, Lunch on your own  

 1:45-2:30p Opening Orientation for Parents and Students 

   Location: Ballroom in the Student Union Building 

2:30p  Good-byes and Parent Departure  

  

General Information 
1. Upon arriving at the dormitories after registration, you will be issued your 

room key and a swipe card to access your dorm hallway. 

2. After Parent/Student Orientation, students will be restricted to campus. At 

no time are students allowed to leave the MTSU campus without advance 

permission of the dean of students or the GSFTA director. All stores and 

businesses bordering campus are considered off campus. 

3. Visitors. Due to the intense study schedule of GSFTA, there is insufficient 

time to entertain visitors. Therefore, parents/guardians, other relatives, and 

friends of students are not allowed to visit during the school session. 

All special needs or issues should be directed to the GSFTA Deans of 

Students through Remind. 

It is important for students to know that significant others are not allowed 

to come and date during GSFTA. 

4. Overnight. Students are not allowed to go off campus to spend the night 

during GSFTA. Students are not excused to visit relatives, participate in 

family vacations, attend family reunions or family ceremonies, and so forth. 

Please do not ask for exceptions. In the case of an emergency, please 

communicate through Remind. 

5. GSFTA Identification. All GSFTA students and personnel must wear their 

GSFTA Lanyards at all times. These lanyards nametags identify students 

as part of GSFTA  and authorize their presence on campus, and also allow 

admittance to all special events, the dining hall, and the dorm halls. For 

security purposes, persons without proper identification will be subject to 

questioning by campus police. Report lost lanyards immediately to the 

GSFTA office (Jones Hall 130). The charge for replacements are $10 per 

replacement.  

6. Bulletin board/Remind App. Scheduled activities, announcements, 

messages, and changes in the schedule will be posted for each arts area 

in their primary class buildings. Counselors and Deans of Students also 

use the Remind App to communicate with students. Students are 

responsible for staying informed by keeping up with posted material. 

Ignorance of changes will not constitute an excuse.  

7. Dress Code: GSFTA students should dress appropriately at all times, 

whether as prescribed by the specific arts area during class time, or as 

detailed below. Shoes must be worn during the day unless specifically 
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instructed otherwise during class.  

Students may wear: 

• Clothing that allows for personal expression while covering areas 
required for a learning environment. 

• Tops with straps of any width, including tank tops and off-the-
shoulder styles, as long as they fully cover the chest and torso. 

• Bottoms of any style (pants, skirts, shorts, leggings, dresses, etc.) 
that provide appropriate coverage in all movement.  

• Religious, cultural, or medical head coverings. 

• Clothing with positive messages, artistic expression, or social 
statements, as long as they are not hateful or discriminatory. 

Students may not wear: 

• Clothing or accessories that feature hate speech, violence, 
profanity, pornography, or discriminatory messages. 

• Items that promote the use of illegal substances or activities. 

• Clothing that exposes undergarments (except for straps that may 
be visible). 

• Accessories that could be considered a weapon or pose a safety 
hazard. 

Students will receive one Governor’s School t-shirt at orientation.  

It is recommended that you bring a laundry marker with you to label your 

t-shirts with your name on the tag inside the collar. 

Picture Day 

• GSFTA t-shirt  

• Black Trousers or Skirts (not leggings or athletic shorts) 

Performance Attire for MUSIC Students only: 

Evening Performance Attire:  

GSFTA POLO and black pants or knee-length skirts 
Each Music student receives 1 GSFTA POLO. Additional polos can be 

purchased at gsfta.com. 

 

Music Finale Attire:  

Concert Black for all Music Students- Options Include: 

1) Black floor length dress with shoulders covered (if not floor length, 

black opaque tights or leggings may be worn), black closed toe 

dress shoes 

2) Black dress pants or black floor length skirt (if not floor length, 

black opaque tights or leggings may be worn), solid black button 

down shirt or solid black blouse with shoulders covered, black 

closed toe dress shoes, black dress socks or black opaque 

tights 

Please make sure the attire is BLACK not gray/navy 

DANCE students: Please refer to the information shared by the Dance Chair 
for details regarding required dance class attire and performance needs.  

8. Attendance. Students are required to attend all classes, rehearsals, and 

day and evening performances. Each student must accept personal respon- 



5  

sibility for rising early enough in the morning to be on time for early classes. 

GSFTA has a rigorous and demanding schedule. Unexcused absences are 

not permitted. 

9. Transportation. Students are required to use the buses provided by the 

school for all scheduled trips. No other means of transportation may be 

used. 

10. Vehicles. If students bring vehicles to the GSFTA, they must turn in the 

keys at registration. Students are not permitted to operate any vehicles 

during the school session. Students who leave their vehicles parked on 

campus must obtain a parking permit from the GSFTA office on 

registration day. Vehicles without proper parking permits will be towed at 

owner’s expense. 

11. Drugs. Alcoholic beverages and illegal substances are strictly forbidden. 

12. No smoking. Smoking or vaping is prohibited at the Governor’s School for the 
Arts. 

13. Incidentals. Students will not need any money for lodging and meals at the 

GSFTA but should bring money for snacks and personal items. There are 

ATM machines in the Student Union Building. Parents may also set up a 

Raider Fund Account that is linked to the student’s MTSU ID, and students 

can spend those funds on campus. For more information: 

https://w1.mtsu.edu/tuition/raider-funds.php 

There will be extracurricular activities for students. Students may wish to 

bring money to make purchases at off-campus events. 

14. Instruments. Music students must bring their own instruments. Musical 

instruments should be in very good condition. If maintenance or repairs are 

needed, GSFTA cannot pay for them. Percussionists should bring sticks, 

mallets, and any other implements they may need for playing percussion. 

Double-reed students must bring several extra reeds. At registration, music 

students will be assigned lockers for storing their instruments. Each student 

must bring a combination lock for securing his or her instrument in the 

locker. Although GSFTA does pre-assign everything it can to promote the 

security of equipment, the school and the State of Tennessee do not carry 

insurance to cover loss, theft, or damage to equipment, including musical 

instruments. Students should check their family’s homeowner’s insurance to 

see if their instruments will be covered while they are at GSFTA. If they are 

not, students are encouraged to purchase insurance coverage before 

arriving at the school.   

15. Student photographs are taken with each arts area, and the photos will be 

available for purchase at gsfta.com. 

16. Bicycles. Bicycles may be brought to campus. They must be parked in 

bicycle racks and may never be brought into buildings. Students must bring 

chains and locks for securing their bicycles. GSFTA is not liable for and 

cannot replace lost or stolen equipment. 

17. Cell Phones/Computers/Personal Property: Cell phones may be 

brought to the school but must not be used during class, rehearsals, or 
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performances. It is suggested that computers be left in rooms during 

class/performance times. 

The school is not responsible for the loss of any cell phones or 

computers or any other personal property. Keep all valuables locked in 

your room. 

Cyber Respect 
Aggressive behavior among students admitted to GSFTA will not be tolerated. 

Action such as bullying, making threats, spreading rumors, and/or attacking 

someone physically or verbally via electronic technology will result in immediate 

disciplinary action. Electronic technology includes devices and equipment such 

as cell phones, computers, and tablets, as well as communication tools 

including social media sites, text messages, chat, and websites. 

Examples of disrespect include mean text messages or emails, rumors sent by 

email or posted on social networking sites, and embarrassing pictures, videos, 

websites, or fake profiles. 
 

Disciplinary Code 
Students are expected to follow the rules and regulations set forth by the 

Governor’s School for the Arts so that all participants may enjoy the full benefit 

and opportunities provided by this program. GSFTA students are expected to 

exhibit a high level of maturity. It is with this, as well as the students’ personal 

safety in mind, that these rules have been established and must be followed 

without exception. 

 
The following are unacceptable acts and will result in disciplinary action: 

1. The use or possession of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs. 

2.  Leaving the dormitory after lights out. 

3. Misuse/vandalism of MTSU or GSFTA property. 

4. Leaving campus without permission, which includes leaving campus with 

parents or guardians. 

5. Riding in any car without proper authorization including after performances or 
outside events. 

6. Unexcused absences/tardiness from scheduled classes, school programs, 

or events. 

7. Fraternizing with college students or persons other than GSFTA personnel. 

8. Failure to be in one’s assigned room at the 10:30 p.m. dorm check. 

9. Failure to properly display name badge. 

10. Failure to complete classroom assignments and projects on time. 

11. Physical abuse of any person or conduct that threatens or endangers the 

health of any person. 

12. Failure to cooperate with University or GSFTA faculty, staff, counselors, or 

other appropriate officials. 
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13. Flagrant and intentional disrespect for or mistreatment of faculty, staff, 

counselors, or other students. 

14. Tampering with emergency equipment, locks, fire alarms, fire hoses, fire 

extinguishers, and so forth. 

15. Willful disruption of programs, rehearsals, and performances. 

16. Writing on sidewalks or buildings with chalk, or by any other means, is 

strictly forbidden by university policy and is considered vandalism. 

17. Smoking, vaping, or the use of smokeless tobacco. 

18. Use of a cell phone in class, rehearsals, or performances. 

19. Incense, diffusers, or plug-ins of any kind. 

20. Academic Misconduct—Students must abide by MTSU’s policies regarding 
plagiarism and cheating. Projects and assignments must be the student’s own 
work and may not use unauthorized use of AI software. Additional details 
here: https://faculty.mtsu.edu/academic-integrity/ 

Note: These rules have been provided as general guidelines. Any misconduct or 

behavior deemed inappropriate will be dealt with on an individual basis. 
 

Disciplinary Procedures 
 Disciplinary reports will be submitted to the Deans of Students, who will take 

the appropriate action. Upon a third report, students will be referred to the 

Director, placed on disciplinary probation, and face expulsion from the school 

if the behavior persists. Parents will be notified of probation status. A student 

may be expelled without disciplinary probation and without notification of 

parent or guardian for either a single incident (such as the use or possession 

of a controlled substance or damage to emergency devices) or for a pattern 

of misbehavior deemed as sufficient grounds for expulsion by the Director. 

 

Refund Policy 
A full 100% refund of fee will be provided to students who withdraw on or 

before June 6, 2026. 
 

Dormitory Information  
1. The Governor’s School uses a traditional college dorm living arrangement. 

Coed visitation is not permitted. All students must be in their assigned rooms 

each night at dorm check. It is extremely important that students accept the 

responsibility never to leave the dorms at night after room check, except in 

case of an emergency. Students and parents should talk about this important 

rule at the beginning of school. Also, students and parents should 

remember that they have signed an agreement to adhere to all 

Governor’s School rules and regulations. 

2. Visitation. Coeducational visitation is not permitted at any time in dormitory 

rooms. No outside visitors are allowed in dormitory halls, or outside of 

performances or special event locations.  
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3. Safety. Students will only gain access to dormitory halls with their MTSU 

issued I.D. swipe cards. Only GSFTA students are allowed in the 

dormitories, with the exception of move-in/move-out days. Students are not 

allowed to grant access to anyone outside of GSFTA. The replacement of a 

Swipe Card will be $30.00. 

NO exterior and interior doors can be propped open at any time per 

MTSU Policy. 

4. Locks. Students must lock their dormitory rooms whenever they leave. 

They should never leave room keys in classrooms or the dining hall. 

Students must return their keys at the dorm check-out desk at the close of 

the school. If a key is lost, it must be reported to a counselor immediately. 

There is a $94.93 replacement charge. Students who do not return 

their keys at check-out will be charged $94.93. If there are problems 

with any door locks, please alert the front desk staff.  

5. Roommates. At registration, you will be assigned a room in the dormitory. 

You will also be assigned a roommate. Part of the Governor’s School 

experience is developing new friendships, new perspectives, and new ideas. 

For this reason, students from the same city or community are not assigned 

to room together. Roommate requests from students are NOT accepted. 

Students may change rooms only under extreme circumstances and only 

with the approval of the Dean of Students. 
 

6. Linens. Linens are not furnished by the GSFTA. Students must provide their 

own pillows, pillowcases, XL twin-size sheets, towels, and washcloths. 

Students must provide their own personal effects such as toilet articles, 

laundry soap, shower soap, blankets, casual clothing, warm sweaters or 

jackets, raincoats, umbrellas, bathing suits, and alarm clocks. Reference the 

“What to Bring” Housing Checklist at www.gsfta.com.  

Be sure to bring a blanket. If you have further questions regarding dorms, 

please call MTSU Housing at 615-898-5396. 

7. Trash. There are no trash receptacles in the individual rooms. Students 

should bring a small trash can and trash bags. Students must dispose of 

trash in the dumpsters outside the dorms. 

8. Counselors. Counselors support the GSFTA student experience by 

assisting in arts area classes, helping maintain order, aiding in room check 

on a nightly basis, and checking daily to see that each room is locked. 

There will be two counselors assigned to check each room. They are to 

assist students with any problems or concerns. While counselors will be 

kind and considerate to students, they must see that all school policies and 

rules are observed. Students are expected to cooperate fully with the 

counselors and to treat them also with kindness and consideration. 

9. Television. Televisions are located in the lobby of each dormitory. There are 

no TVs provided in the dorm rooms.  

10. Telephones. Telephones are not provided in dorms. Students are 

encouraged to bring phones. 
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If necessary, students may make emergency phone calls without charge at 

the GSFTA office in Jones Hall 130. 

11. Personal property. Respect for the personal property of others is expected. 

However, the responsibility for personal property lies with the individual and 

not the school. Students should put their names on all personal belongings, 

luggage, and musical instruments. 

12. Air conditioning. Windows in the air-conditioned dorms should never be 

opened. Please report any issues to the front desk staff. 

13. Dorm check. All students are to be in their assigned rooms for dorm check 

at 10:30 p.m. each night unless otherwise indicated on the schedule. Lights 

out will be at 11 p.m. Quiet hours are between 11 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. 

14. Fire regulation. The burning of candles, incense, etc., is prohibited. No 
incense of any kind is to be brought onto campus. Cooking in the dormitory 
rooms is not allowed. The use of hot plates, electric skillets, etc., is prohibited. 
There will be fire and tornado drills during the school. Everyone is required to 
follow instructions during drills. Procedures will be discussed at hall meetings. 
 

15. Microwaves/Refrigerators. Microwaves less than 750 watts and 
refrigerators of 3.7 cubic feet or less are allowed. 

16. Takeout Food. Food may be ordered from off campus and delivered to dorm 

lobbies. Food needs to be ordered so that it arrives no later than 10 p.m. 

Place trash in outside receptacles. DO NOT LEAVE TRASH IN LOBBY. 

17. Hall meetings. The counseling staff will schedule hall meetings as 

necessary. Full dormitory meetings may be scheduled by the Deans 

of Students. Attendance is required for both. 

18. Speakers/Audio. Music/other audio may not be played after lights out. 

19. Safety regulations. Safety regulations prohibit running in the dormitories 

and climbing trees, buildings, structures, etc. 

20. Musical instruments. Musical instruments may not be played in the 

dormitories at any time unless in a specified practice room. 

21. Room checks. Rooms will be frequently checked by counselors. Students 

should make reasonable efforts to keep their rooms in good order. Trash 

cans should be emptied. Clothes should be on hangers. Absolutely no open 

food and drink containers should be left in the room. 

22. Unauthorized personnel. Students should always report to counselors 

immediately the presence of anyone other than MTSU personnel and 

G SFTA personnel in the dormitory halls. 

23. Maintenance. Maintenance problems with air conditioning, lights, plumbing, 

and so forth should be reported to counselors. 

24. Alcohol and drugs. Alcoholic beverages are illegal on campus. GSFTA 

is unconditionally opposed to and intolerant of the use of illegal and/or 

controlled substances. Students found in possession of illegal drugs or 

alcohol will not be permitted to remain in the GSFTA program. MTSU is a 

tobacco free campus, and cigarettes and vaping will not be permitted. 



10  

25. Damages. GSFTA is a summer guest at MTSU. All members of the school 

must be careful not to mistreat University property. Any damages to dorm 

rooms, classrooms, the cafeteria, or other University property will be 

charged directly to those who caused the damage. Students and/or their 

parents/guardians will be responsible for damages students cause. 

26. Inspection. All dorm rooms are the property of the University. While 

students’ rights to privacy will be honored as much as possible, GSFTA 

officials have the right and the obligation to inspect any room if there is 

reason to believe that it may contain alcohol, illegal drugs, or tobacco 

products. 

27. Security. MTSU Campus Police patrols the campus 24 hours a day.  If 
any emergency occurs, the MTSU Campus Police will be contacted.  

28. Facility Use and Personal Privacy. Residential facilities are designed for 
individual use to ensure privacy and safety to all students. Any conduct within 
the university facilities that compromises the privacy of others or violates 
standards of public decency will be subject to immediate disciplinary action.  

 

Bookstore 
Phillips Bookstore is located in the Student Union Building. The bookstore stocks 

food items, paper goods, nonprescription medicines, school supplies, etc. 

 

Clinic/Health Services 
MTSU Health Services is located in the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Center 

(615-898-2988) and has been secured for use by the GSFTA students and staff. 

Students who need medical care should report to a counselor. Students are 

welcome the use of MTSU Health Services but must be accompanied by a 

counselor. Any fees incurred for tests or x-rays must be paid at time of treatment. 

 

Students who need medical attention other than that available at Health 

Services, or upon request, may be taken to the hospital or a local physician. 

Prescription drugs may be obtained at the MTSU or a local pharmacy. Students 

should check with their counselors for procedures. The school is not responsible 

for any medical expenses of students. 

 

A note about student illness: It is MTSU Housing policy that students can not 

isolate in the dorm rooms. Should a student test positive an illness that requires 

isolating from their roommate, the student will need to quarantine off campus.  

 
Computer Technology Access 

Faculty, staff, and students at Middle Tennessee State University have access to 

computers and the internet through campus computer labs and the Walker 

Library. All users are expected to maintain the highest standards in the use of 

computer technology and to respect the academic values held by a scholarly 

community whose purpose is to use all facilities in the pursuit of educational and 
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public service goals. However, library personnel do not monitor or censor the 

use of university computers. If it is discovered that a student has failed to 

maintain appropriate standards, the student may be dismissed from the school. 

 

Dining Facility 
One of the university’s dining facilities is assigned for use by GSFTA. Students 

must have their name tags prominently displayed for admittance. The GSFTA 

dining hall is unable to provide free meals for family members or guests. If you 

have specific dietary questions, please contact Ed Gilbert at 615-898-2842 

 

Emergency Information, June 6 - June 28, 2026 
GSFTA Office: 615-898-2223 

Monday–Friday, 8 a.m–4:30 p.m. 

After Hours: All communications should be directed to the Remind app. 

MTSU Public Safety: 615-898-2424 

 
Laundry 
Coin-operated washers and dryers are located in dormitories. Students must 

use the facilities in their dorms and may not go to other dorms. Students should 

never leave clothes unattended in the laundry rooms ($2.00 per load in washers 

- $2.00 per 45-minute drying cycle). It is highly recommended that students 

bring quarters and laundry supplies with them.  

 

Library 
The James E. Walker Library provides access to over 2 million items, including 
books, journals, and media, in physical and electronic formats. The collections also 
include over 12,000 print scores. Walker Library is the largest computer lab on 
campus, providing access to PCs, Macs, and printers. Books and scores may be 
borrowed by GSFTA students but must be returned prior to dorm check-out. Music 
scores are located on the Second Floor of Walker Library. 
 

Library Hours:                 Monday–Thursday, 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
                                                        Friday, 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
                                                        Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
                                                        Sunday, 1 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Mail 
The MTSU Post Office is located in Keathley University Center. Hours are  

8 a.m.–4 p.m. Monday–Friday. Letters to students may be mailed here.  

 

Letters and packages sent to students via the U.S. Postal Service or private 

shippers such as UPS should be addressed as follows: 
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Student Name 

Governor’s School for the Arts 

MTSU Box 38 

1301 East Main Street 

Murfreesboro, TN 37132 

 
All mail will be delivered to the students each evening at their dorms. 

Do not send cash through the mail! If you need to send money to students, 

please send traveler’s checks or money orders. These may be cashed at the 

University Bookstore. MTSU nor the Governor’s School will be responsible for 

cash sent through the mail. 

 
Places of Worship 
Ensemble participation and studio work in all of the arts is required throughout the 

GSFTA sessions including Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. However, students 

may attend worship services on weekends when those services do not conflict 

with GSFTA events. Students who would like to attend services must have written 

approval from their parents or guardians (see rules agreement in student packet). 

The Governor’s School cannot provide transportation. Students may not return 

home or leave the Murfreesboro/Rutherford County area to attend services. 

If attending worship services, students must arrive back to the MTSU campus by 

2 p.m. or earlier depending on discipline schedule. 

 
Recreation 

Swimming Pool and Recreation Center 
When time permits, students have access to the MTSU Rec Center. In addition to 

workout facilities, there are both indoor and outdoor pools and a sun deck at the 

Recreation Center. Students must present their ID cards for admittance.  

 

Students who want to exercise (walk or run) around the campus outside of the 

Rec Center will discuss the timing and location with their counselor.  

 

Testing 
Students are not excused from GSFTA for student testing (ACT/SAT) even if 

those tests are administered on the MTSU Campus. Please schedule those 

outside of June 6-28, 2026. 
 
Parents Visiting Evening Performances 

During the school, several concerts/performances will be open to the general 

public. We welcome parents to attend, but for safety purposes, we ask that 

parents do not visit the dorms or drive their children to or from the dorms before 

or after these performances. It is impossible for school staff to recognize all the 

parents, and students seen talking, walking, or riding with someone other than 

school personnel is cause for alarm.  
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If you need to bring items to the school for your child, we ask that 
you do this during daytime hours and leave them at the GSFTA 
office, not at the dorms. 

 
Thank you for your understanding and help. The safety and well-being of each 

student is our top priority. 

 

Finale Events 
All finale events and performances will be held on campus June 26-27, 2026. 

Specific times for area performances and exhibits will be available at registration 

on June 6, 2026.  

 

Check-Out 

June 28, 2026 

It is important that our students experience each other’s final presentations of 

their work at GSFTA, so the entire student body must attend the finale 

performances. Students will check out on June 28, 2026.  Student check-out will 

begin at 8 a.m. and end at 12 p.m. Additional information will be available on 

registration day. 

 
Procedure 
• After you have packed and cleaned your room, inform your counselor. 

• The counselor will issue you a check-out slip. Take this along with 

your key to the MTSU Residential Staff located in the lobby. 

• The Residential Staff will sign you out. Turn in your room key at the 

dorm desk. 

• Remember: There is a $94.93 charge for lost keys. Be prepared to pay for lost   

     keys at check-out if you cannot turn in your key. 

• Any damage to the room will be assessed immediately following check-out. 

Students are responsible for any charges resulting from damages. 

• There will be charges for any garbage left in the lobby, dorm rooms, or 

bathrooms. TAKE GARBAGE TO OUTSIDE WASTE RECEPTACLES. 

 
Sharing Student Information 
Many universities are interested in recruiting our student artists following the GSFTA 
summer. If you do not wish for us to share the student’s name, school, art area, 
home address, phone number, and email address with universities who request that 
information, please notify gsfta@mtsu.edu by June 28, 2026.  
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2026 REGISTRATION TIMES 
 

Date: Saturday, June 6th, 2026 

Location: James Union Building (JUB)  

 
STUDENT CHECK-IN (BY COUNTY) 
 
10:00 AM  

Bedford, Coffee, Cannon, Marshall, Maury, Rutherford  
 
10:20 AM  

DeKalb, Moore, Smith, Warren, Williamson, Wilson 
 
10:40 AM 

Cheatham, Davidson, Dixon, Franklin, Giles, Grundy, Henry, 
Hickman, Houston, Humphreys, Jackson, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Marion, Montgomery, Perry, Putnam, Robertson, 
Sequatchie, Sumner, Trousdale, Van Buren, White 

 
11:00 AM 

Anderson, Benton, Bledsoe, Blount, Bradley, Carroll, Clay, 
Cumberland, Decatur, Fentress, Hamilton, Hardin, Henderson, 
Henry, Loudon, McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Overton, Polk, 
Pickett, Rhea, Roane, Stewart, Wayne 

 
11:20 AM  

Campbell, Chester, Claiborne, Cocke, Crockett, Dyer, Gibson, 
Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Knox, Lake, Madison, McNairy, 
Obion, Sevier, Scott, Union, Weakley  

 
11:40 AM  

Carter, Fayette, Greene, Hancock, Hardeman, Haywood, 
Hawkins, Johnson, Lauderdale, Shelby, Sullivan, Tipton, Unicoi, 
Washington 
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